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I am writing to bring you up to date with some of the work, events and 
developments that the LCA has been involved with this past year and 2019 so 
far. Please note (if you have not already) that the LCA office has now moved 
to the address listed above.  

NEWS AND DEVELOPMENTS 

The LCA benefits from a close working relationship with FIPO, which allows 
members to be kept up to date with a range of issues affecting private healthcare. 
We also jointly provide an appraisal system for consultants with preferential rates 
for LCA members; contact our office if you have any appraisal questions. 

PHIN and Consultant Clinical Outcome and Fee Information Data 

The Competition and Markets Authority (“CMA”) remedies were focussed on the publication of consultant price 
and quality in the private sector. Consultants will know that the Private Hospital Information Network (“PHIN”) is 
mandated to publish these remedies. FIPO is the main professional adviser to PHIN and has set up two advisory 
groups dealing with the clinical and fee aspects, and these meet regularly with PHIN; the LCA is represented at all 
these meetings. It should be emphasised that we are advisory groups, but PHIN does listen closely to our views… 

Dear Colleagues, 

The London Independent Healthcare Sector 

The Bishop of Norwich Report on the private sector is still awaited and the profession has given evidence to that 
inquiry. In addition, certain national groups have also been set up to look at the clinical information flows 
from/between the private sector and the NHS – FIPO (with the LCA) will report on this in due course.  

Other factors affecting private practice are the ongoing pressures from some of the Private Medical Insurers and the 
effect this may have on some patients. We are keen to hear of any patient detriment that may result from such 
actions. 

The move to London by new hospital providers (the Cleveland Clinic and the Schoen Clinic) has caused much 
discussion; these hospitals will be operating a new employment model for some (if not all) of the consultants 
working in them. There is no doubt that this model will attract some consultants. We will be examining this trend as 
it develops, but the implications of this are far reaching. 

Both organisations have recently upgraded their websites; please do visit them (www.london-consultants.org and 
www.fipo.org) for updates. 

Continued on Page 4 
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“Speaker Series” dinners 

Recent Dinners 

25th April 2018 – The Secretary of State, Rt. Hon Jeremy Hunt MP, 
joined us at the Athenaeum in Pall Mall to speak on the subject: 
“Future of the NHS.” The evening was highly successful and well 
received by our attending members and their guests, who had the 
opportunity to engage in a Q&A with the then Secretary of State for 
Health. 

Provided by Twitter 
@DrHenryMarsh 

Provided by 
https://www.gov.uk/government/peopl

e/jeremy-hunt 

Next Speaker Series dinner – 10th July 2019 with guest speaker Mr. 
David Sellu 

The LCA continues to hold periodic dinners with leading speakers. 
We are pleased to announce that the next dinner will be taking place at 
the Athenaeum on the 10th July 2019 with guest speaker Mr, David 
Sellu, who was jailed for Gross Negligence Manslaughter, but then 
had his conviction overturned. This case has been seen as a warning to 
all doctors.  

More details and booking arrangements are attached to this Newsletter 
or can be obtained from the LCA office. 

17th October 2018 – The LCA had previously tried to engage our 
next speaker last year to no avail, but this autumn the stars were 
aligned and Mr. Henry Marsh, Consultant Neurosurgeon, 
delighted a full house with his silver-tongue wiles. Mr. Henry 
Marsh, who had recently appeared on Desert Island Discs and 
was featured in the Sunday Times Magazine (“A Time to Die”), 
held the audience in rapture “looking back on the 40 years of Medicine 
and the NHS,” describing the competing tensions of collectivism 
versus individuality and conservatism versus recklessness.  
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LCA Medico-Legal group 
Following previous years in which the LCA has held training sessions 
for medico-legal experts, we have now launched a joint Medico-Legal 
initiative with Hempsons Solicitors. This is an informal arrangement 
based on a long association with Hempsons, who have extensive 
experience in medico-legal work. 

We hope to expand our current programme to include public meetings, breakfast discussion groups (members to 
present cases of interest), as well as ongoing training for expert witness consultants by barristers and solicitors. 

Hopefully this group will allow useful networking for both consultants and lawyers, in addition to being an 
informative education tool. CPD points are arranged for most meetings. 

The next training session for Medico Legal experts will take place on either the 4th or 5th September 2019 (TBC) 
in the Wellington Hospital Boardroom. Places are limited. Speakers will include: Mr. Neil Sheldon QC and other 
experts from Hempsons and as at previous meetings, participants will take part in case discussions and cross-
examination. 

If you would like to join, please do get in touch with the LCA office (office@london-consultants.org) 

EVENING MEETINGS 

28th February 2018 - the inaugural meeting took place, in spite of the snow, at the King’s Fund titled 
“Clinical Negligence and Outcomes – Pitfalls and Possibilities”. 

Speakers from PHIN, the Medical Defence Union, Hempsons solicitors and One Crown Office Row provided a 
very useful overview of the current situation with regards to: litigation trends, clinical outcome reports, dealing 
with complaints at hospital level, and how to proceed when faced with legal action at the GMC or in the Court. 

 
27th March 2019 – “Gross Negligence Manslaughter in Healthcare, any need to 
panic?” this medico-legal meeting (kindly sponsored by Healthcode) was 
arranged in response to a flurry of Gross Negligence Manslaughter in 
Healthcare cases brought to the courts and extensive reports in the media 
(in particular the Sellu and Bawa Garba cases). As is well known, this 
prompted the Secretary of State to order a Rapid Policy Review, which was 
published with many recommendations in June 2018.  

Our speakers for the evening were: Professor Sir Norman Williams, Mr. Ian Stern QC (Chairman and 
Deputy Chairman respectively of the Rapid Policy Review), Mr. Richard Furniss (Barrister and Assistant 
Coroner) and Mr. Bertie Leigh (Hempsons solicitor) who offered different insights on policy, 
investigation procedure and interpretation of the test parameters when deciding whether an action 
amounts to Gross Negligence Manslaughter.  
 

A more detailed report on this meeting is attached to this Newsletter and can be accessed via the  
LCA’s website homepage – www.london-consultants.org 
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Continued from page 1 

PHIN: Consultant Fee and Outcomes Publication  
The CMA placed an imposition on private hospitals to submit their data about outcomes, whilst 
doctors are required to provide fee information. Currently, patient volumes and length of stay are 
available on the PHIN website for those consultants who have approved their data. All 
consultants working in the private sector (approximately 15,000) will by now have received a joint 
letter from PHIN and the CMA asking them to supply their consultation and procedure fees. 

PHIN aim to publish the following in May 2019:  

! Consultant fees – by consultation and procedure 

! Adverse events – never events, SSIs (Surgical Site Infections), HCAIs (Healthcare 
Associated Infections). Initially these will be published at hospital and provider level, 
although the ambition is to eventually to attribute these to individual consultants. 

It is the consultant’s responsibility to ensure that their personal data (as laid out by PHIN) is 
accurate. Regrettably, this is not always the case and it is important that consultants inform PHIN 
about any inconsistencies before data about their procedures is placed in the public domain. 
However, PHIN can only present data provided by the hospitals and hence consultants must 
revert back to their hospitals for correction of any inaccuracies. You may also contact your 
Professional Association (if they are a member of FIPO) for further information about this. A list 
of members and their nominated Council representatives is available from the LCA/FIPO office 
and the FIPO website (www.fipo.org) 
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Final message from our 
Chairman – Professor Neil 
Tolley 

Private healthcare is in a rapidly changing 
environment.  

Image provided by www.topdoctors.co.uk 
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Pressures from insurers, the introduction of employment status, increasing 
demand for consultants’ information  - are all features which would have 
been hard to believe just a decade ago.  

Whilst we are not opposed to some of these developments, it is vital that 
we speak as a united body of consultants and as always, our first 
consideration must be the care of our patients. 

Further notice about our AGM, which is scheduled for September will be 
sent out in due course.  

 

Best regards,  

 

Neil Tolley 


